S14138

I was struck by a report in yesterday
morning’s New York Times that an un-
employed meat plant worker took an
18-hour train ride from his far-flung
province to show solidarity outside of
the courthouse in Beijing. The worker
said he had never met Mr. Liu, but that
they had exchanged emails.

He also said proudly that he had
signed ‘‘Charter 08 and pulled out a
copy of it from his backpack and hand-
ed it to a courthouse official. The
worker’s intent was clear: “I am not
afraid. I love China. I just want my
country to have freedom and human
rights.”

The trial of Mr. Liu is a sad mile-
stone that has further diminished
hopes that China’s economic rise would
bring about significant political and
legal reforms. During the past year, as
the Congressional-Executive Commis-
sion on China’s reporting has shown,
the government has tightened restric-
tions on the Internet, harassed the
country’s human rights lawyers, and
jailed muckrakers, working with griev-
ing parents, blamed shoddy school con-
struction for the deaths of thousands of
children during the 2008 Sichuan earth-
quake.

We will learn the court’s verdict and
its jail sentence for Mr. Liu on Christ-
mas Day. I call on China’s leaders to
demonstrate compassion and genuine
commitment, not just in words but in
deeds, to the rule of law and funda-
mental rights by dismissing the case
against Mr. Liu. In doing so, the Chi-
nese Government would be recognizing
the serious procedural flaws that have
taken place in this case. It would also
signal to the rest of the world that the
Chinese Government is committed to
developing the rule of law and uphold-
ing international human rights stand-
ards.

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Saunders, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting nominations which
were referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
Enrolled Bills Signed

At 9:52 a.m., a message from the House of
Representatives, delivered by Ms. Miller, the
Clerk of the House, announced that the
Speaker pro tempore (Mr. HOYER) has signed
the following enrolled bills:

H.R. 3819. An act to extend the commercial
space transportation liability regime.

H.R. 4314. An act to permit continued fi-
nancing of Government operations.

The enrolled bills were subsequently signed
by the Vice President (Mr. BIDEN).
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MEASURES REFERRED
The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1147. An act to implement the rec-
ommendations of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission report to the Congress re-
garding low-power FM service; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

H.R. 2489. An act to authorize a national
cooperative geospatial imagery program
through the United States Geological Survey
to promote use of remote sensing data; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

H.R. 3224. An act to authorize the Board of
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution to
plan, design, and construct a vehicle mainte-
nance building at the vehicle maintenance
branch of the Smithsonian Institution lo-
cated in Suitland, Maryland, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

H.R. 3961. An act to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to reform the Medi-
care SGR payment system for physicians and
to reinstitute and update the Pay-As-You-Go
requirement of budget neutrality on new tax
and mandatory spending legislation, en-
forced by the threat of annual, automatic se-
questration.

H.R. 4154. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the new car-
ryover basis rules in order to prevent tax in-
creases and the imposition of compliance
burdens on many more estates than would
benefit from repeal, to retain the estate tax
with a $3,500,000 exemption, to reinstitute
and update the Pay-As-You-Go requirement
of budget neutrality on new tax and manda-
tory spending legislation, enforced by the
threat of annual, automatic sequestration,
and for other purposes.

——

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS
The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:
By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. WEBB, and Ms. MIKULSKI):
S.J. Res. 25. A joint resolution granting
the consent and approval of Congress to
amendments made by the State of Maryland,
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia to the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Regulation Compact; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.
————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. INOUYE (for himself, Mr. REID,
and Mr. AKAKA):

S. Res. 387. A resolution urging the people
of the United States to observe Global Fam-
ily Day and One Day of Peace and Sharing on
January 1, 2010; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

——

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
S. 619

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 619, a bill to amend the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
to preserve the effectiveness of medi-
cally important antibiotics used in the
treatment of human and animal dis-
eases.

December 24, 2009

S. 891

At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 891, a bill to require an-
nual disclosure to the Securities and
Exchange Commission of activities in-
volving columbite-tantalite, cas-
siterite, and wolframite from the
Democratic Republic of Congo, and for
other purposes.

S. 1076

At the request of Mr. DODD, his name
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1076, a
bill to improve the accuracy of fur
product labeling, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 2781

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2781, a bill to change references in
Federal law to mental retardation to
references to an intellectual disability,
and to change references to a mentally
retarded individual to references to an
individual with an intellectual dis-
ability.

—————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 387T—URGING
THE PEOPLE OF THE TUNITED
STATES TO OBSERVE GLOBAL
FAMILY DAY AND ONE DAY OF
PEACE AND SHARING ON JANU-
ARY 1, 2010
Mr. INOUYE (for himself, Mr. REID,

and Mr. AKAKA) submitted the fol-

lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:
S. RES. 387

Whereas in 2009, the people of the world
suffered many calamitous events, including
devastation from tsunamis, terror attacks,
wars, famines, genocides, hurricanes, earth-
quakes, political and religious conflicts, dis-
eases, poverty, and rioting, all necessitating
global cooperation, compassion, and unity
previously unprecedented among diverse cul-
tures, faiths, and economic classes;

Whereas grave global challenges in 2010
may require cooperation and innovative
problem-solving among citizens and nations
on an even greater scale;

Whereas on December 15, 2000, Congress
adopted Senate Concurrent Resolution 138,
expressing the sense of Congress that the
President of the United States should issue a
proclamation each year calling upon the peo-
ple of the United States and interested orga-
nizations to observe an international day of
peace and sharing at the beginning of each
year;

Whereas in 2001, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly adopted Resolution 56/2, which
invited ‘“‘“Member States, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations and all
the peoples of the world to celebrate One
Day in Peace, 1 January 2002, and every year
thereafter’’;

Whereas many foreign heads of State have
recognized the importance of establishing
Global Family Day, a special day of inter-
national unity, peace, and sharing, on the
first day of each year; and

Whereas family is the basic structure of
humanity, thus, we must all look to the sta-
bility and love within our individual families
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March 19, 2010, Congressional Record
Correction To Page S14138
On page S14138, December 24, 2009, THE MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE was omitted from the record. EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding officer laid before the Senate messages from the President of the United States submitting nominations which were referred to the committee on the Judiciary. (The nominations received today are printed at the end of the Senate proceedings.) MEASURES REFERRED The following bills were read the first time and the second times by unanimous consent, and referred as indicated:


The online version has been corrected to read: EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED As in executive session the Presiding officer laid before the Senate messages from the President of the United States submitting nominations which were referred to the committee on the Judiciary. (The nominations received today are printed at the end of the Senate proceedings.) MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE Enrolled bills signed At 9:52 a.m., a message from the house of representatives, delivered by Ms. Miller, the clerk of the House, announced that the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. Hoyer) has signed the following enrolled bills: H.R. 3819. An act to extend the commercial space transportation liability regime. H.R. 4314.  An act to permit continued financing of Government operations. The enrolled bills were subsequently signed by the Vice President (Mr. Biden). MEASURES REFERRED The following bills were read the first time and the second times by unanimous consent, and referred as indicated:
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